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INSIDE THIS GUIDE:
e PLANNING & ASSEMBLY TIPS

* PARADE FLOAT CHECKLIST
e EXCITING PARADE FLOAT IDEAS
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JOIN THE PARADE

CREATE YOUR OWN HOCO FLOAT!

Anderson’s has all the decorations you need to create a Homecoming float consistent with your school's
traditions. Here are a few float decorating materials essential to creating an exciting Homecoming float

for this year's parade.

¢ Banners
Don't forget to announce who created your homecoming float and who sponsored it! Design a custom banner with
to your school name, mascot, and school colors.

* Festooning
Versatile and lightweight, festooning is perfect for edging and decorating. Available in metallic, vinyl or tissue.

* Floral Sheeting
Create rich texture and color! Cover your entire float bed or wrap around poles or other float structures. Available in vinyl
or metallic.

* Fringe
Drape fringe over the sides of your float bed base. It helps hide an unsightly undercarriage and flutters gently in the wind to
create a fun and festive look for your float. Available in metallic, vinyl or tissue.

* Pomps
For large, colorful, detailed structures, pomps provide the perfect texture and come in all colors of the rainbow and then
some! Simply create a chicken wire structure, and fill each hole with pomps in the color and pattern of your dreams!
Available in metallic, tissue or poly.

e Styrofoam Letters
Spell out anything you want with jumbo Styrofoam letters and numbers. Use tempera paints to add some color. Available in
8" or 11" high sizes.

ELMBROOK EAGLES

GO! FIGHT! WIN!

CUSTOM BANNERS

L
— I

STYROFOAM LETTERS
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HOW TO BUILD A FLOAT

So you want to build a float. Great, let’s get started.

Form a Committee or Group of Float Builders

* Gather friends, teammates, volunteers or classmates; the more people you have on your committee the more ideas you will
generate, and the bigger and better your float can be.

* Split up the work among the groups of people based on their interests:
* Props and costumes
* [ettering and signage
* Framework used underneath the decorating materials (including tools needed for assembly)
* Budget - determine $$ needed of all the float-building materials and getting everything ordered (see diagram below).

Building a float is a team effort, so make sure everyone understands their part in building the float. Most importantly, remember to have
FUN.

Set Your Schedule and Float-building Location

» Estimate how long each step of building your float will take (including any lead time needed to have materials shipped and to
find the trailer you will use).

* Work backwards from your parade date to decide when you need to start and how often your group will meet.
« Try to avoid doing everything at the last minute - no one needs that stress.

* Plan your float-building location to be as centrally located for all team members as possible, as well as a place that will have all
the tools you might need handy.

Plan Your Float

Choose a theme and/or slogan that will draw attention to your float. Also finalize your color scheme. This may often be based off your
school colors, but if that's been done many times, mix it up a little - anything goes when it comes to colors. Also, consider inviting your
Mascot to help “man” your float - to promote school spirit and get the crowd going.

Gather Materials
Materials you need for your float:

e Trailer or hay wagon

* Floral sheeting

* fringe (used around the base of your float it gives the illusion of “floating”)
* festooning for borders & trim

* Pomps and pomps paste

* Artificial grass - Awesome for sports-themed floats. Intersperse with white for field markings
* Props and decorations

* Balloons

* Chicken wire

* Paints

» Staplers and extra staples
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Build Your Float

Create your supporting structures and add decorations. Consult our float building diagram below to get a rough idea of the amounts of
basic float-building materials you will need to create your float.

Additional Tips and Tricks
o Watch the weather, Rain & floats do not mix well.

* Secure everything on your float well. The last thing you want is to have pieces of your float falling off as you make your way down the
parade route.

* [f you have riders on your float make sure they have something stable to hold on to or sit on. We want everyone to have fun but be safe.

FLORAL
SHEETING

FESTOONING

FRINGE

SHOW OFF YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT ON YOUR FLOAT BED

IN YOUR SCHOOL COLORS!
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Float Decoration Quantities Needed Based on Trailer Size

Floral Sheeting

7°X 12° TRAILER

7' X 14° TRAILER

7' X 16" TRAILER

2 Rolis Floral Sheeting 3 Rolls Floral Sheeting 3 Rolls Floral Sheeting
S Pkgs. Fringe 5 Pkgs. Fringe 6 Pkgs. Fringe
3 Twist 3 Twist 4 Twist
7' X 18’ TRAILER 7' X 20° TRAILER 7'X 24" TRAILER
3 Rolls Floral Sheeting 4 Rolls Floral Sheeting 4 Rolls Floral Sheeting
6 Pkgs. Fringe 6 Pkgs. Fringe 7 Pkgs. Fringe
4 Twist 4 Twist 4 Twist

8°X 12° TRAILER

8'X 14 TRAILER

8'X 16' TRAILER

3 Rolis Floral Sheeting 3 Rolls Floral Sheeting 3 Rolis Floral Sheeting
5 Pkgs. Fringe 5 Pkgs. Fringe 6 Pkgs. Fringe
3 Twist 4 Twist 4 Twist
8 X 18" TRAILER 8'X 20" TRAILER 8'X 24' TRAILER
4 Rolls Floral Sheeting 4 Rolls Floral Sheeting 4 Rolls Floral Sheeting
6 Pkgs. Fringe 6 Pkgs. Fringe 7 Pkgs. Fringe
4 Twist 4 Twist S Twist
andersons.com
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EXCITING PARADE FLOAT IDEAS

,]-"‘; !‘I_r"l-"'ﬁlq--ﬁ" --rlll"-rd' i

nmﬂ =

@ 2014 - 2026. Anderson's. All rights Reserved ANCET0N5.COIm Parade Floats 101 &



EXCITING PARADE FLOAT IDEAS
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WITH YOUR SCHOOL COLORS!
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PERSONALIZED PARADE PRODUCTS:

,,,,,,

BLUE

WHITE

Promote Your School and Team

Once you have your float built, you'll need fun ways to promote
your school, team, and players.

® Display custom CHEER SIGNS to rev up the crowd!

* Use BIG HEAD cutouts and LIFESIZE cutouts to call out top
players, cheerleaders, and coaches!

® Hang personalized BANNERS inside and outside your school to
show off star team members!

* (et the community involved with customized YARD SIGNS!

Don’t forget products to toss from your parade float @ andersons.com
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PERSONALIZED PARADE PRODUCTS:
F YARD SIGNS
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Advertising

PARADE FLOAT CHECKLIST:

Decorations

Parade Throws

Wearables

2 Banners

2 Buttons

2 Invitations

2 Lanyards

Q Paints

a Signs

a Stadium Cups
2 Tickets

2 Wristbands

Supplies

Q Cheer Sticks
Q Flags
Q Noisemakers
Q Poms

2 Arches

Q Background
Paper

Q Balloons

Q Chasing Lights

a Columns

a Corrugate

2 Fabrics

Q Festooning

Q Floral Sheeting

Q Fringe

Q Glitter

Q Gossamer

Q Metallic
Sheeting

Q Mini Lights

Q Netting

Q Pennant Strings
Q Poly Vinyl

0 Pomps

0 Styro Letters

0 Theme Kits

Q Tulle

Q Wire Structures

O Beads

Q Bracelets
a Candy

Qa Coupons
2 Foam ltems
Q Glow Items
a Mints

Q Silk Flowers

O Beads

2 Crazy Fan Hair
0 EyeBlacks

Q Face Paint

0 Headbands

Q Jewelry

2 Sunglasses

2 T-shirts

0 Wristbands

Anderson’s has EVERYTHING you need for your parade floats!

Create the best parade floats with all of these helpful ideas from Anderson's.

Go to andersons.com/email to sign up for emails.
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